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Introduction

u Maternal health equity researcher-advocate for over 15 years
• Focused on family planning, pregnancy morbidity and mortality,         

social and structural determinants, and community-engaged research
• 30 peer-reviewed publications, over 50 conference presentations
• Full spectrum doula since 2009
• Born in Augusta, GA; raised in Vidalia and Savannah, GA

u Training
• PhD in public health and demography (Michigan)
• Master of Public Health in health behavior (University of North Carolina)

u All opinions shared today are evidence-based and my own
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Today I was invited to speak on:

uWomen’s Health Equity: the importance of 
allowing patients and physicians to choose 
treatments, options and outcomes for women in 
regards to economic factors, social 
determinants and what is in the best interest of 
the family as a whole

uThis aligns with the framework of reproductive 
justice

Reproductive Justice

u The human right to own our 
bodies and control our future

u The human right to have 
children

u The human right to not have 
children, and

u The human right to parent 
the children we have in safe 
and sustainable 
communities.

Source: https://birthequity.org/news/visioning-new-futures-for-reproductive-justice-declaration-2023/
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Reproductive 
Health 

Individual Service 
Delivery, Social services 

Reproductive 
Rights

Public Policy, Legal 
Advocacy, US Constitution

Reproductive 
Justice

Movement Building Using 
Human Rights Standards, 

Intersectional 

Reproductive Health, Rights, and Justice

Sources: Ross 2006, 2017; Ross & Solinger 2017; Ross, Roberts, Derkas, Peoples, & Bridgewater Toure 2017;
Roberts, 1997; Luna & Luker 2013; Silliman, Fried, Ross & Gutiérrez 2016

Accessible abortion is 
not the sole focus of 
reproductive justice

but is a critical 
component of

reproductive justice

Source: Repeal Hyde Art Project
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Abortion Bans in Georgia as 
Reproductive Injustice

u Given the 2022 SCOTUS decision to overturn Roe v. Wade and 
federal abortion protection

u Given Georgia’s severe gestational age limit on abortion (~ 6 
weeks since last menstrual period)

u Given Georgia’s maternal mortality crisis, where Black women 
are 3x more likely to die than white women...

u I will focus today’s talk on abortion bans in Georgia as a pressing 
reproductive justice and women’s health equity issue

Restrictive abortion policies…

Severely reduce access to abortion2-21

Negatively impact reproductive workforce 
capacity44-46

Increase risk for adverse outcomes including
maternal and infant morbidity and mortality22-38

Disproportionately affect people who are Black, 
younger, or lower socioeconomic status32, 34, 39-42
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Impacts of Abortion Denial

u When people are denied a wanted abortion, they are more 
likely to:47-53

u Self-manage their abortion

u Experience maternal morbidity or mortality

u Have poorer mental health outcomes including anxiety and lower 
satisfaction with life

u Experience economic hardship lasting years, including living in and 
raising their children in poverty

u Be trapped in intimate partner violence and in the long term be 
raising their children alone

Restrictive Environments Limit the 
Reproductive Health Workforce

Workforce Shortages & 
High Turnover

Training 
choices

Retention 

Recruitment 

Sources: Newton-Levinson et al, Matern Child Health J 2022; Chowdhary et al, Matern Child Health J 2022; Smulian et al, Matern Child 
Health J 2016
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Inequitable Impact of Abortion Bans

u These bans are more likely to deny abortion care for 
people who are:54

u People of color especially Black and Latinx

u People living on lower incomes and with less education

u Younger

u Unemployed or lower socioeconomic status

u Did not realize they were pregnant until later in pregnancy

u People living in rural areas

After Georgia’s 22-Week Limit9

u Black patients are more likely to access 
abortion after 22 weeks in Georgia than 
non-Black patients

u After Georgia’s 22-week limit was 
enacted, Black patients experienced a 
greater decrease in abortion after 22-
weeks than White patients

u However, Black patients started accessing 
abortion earlier so the overall abortion 
rate stayed the same

Inequitable Impact of Abortion Bans
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Abortion Bans Increase Maternal and 
Infant Morbidity and Mortality

u State-level abortion restrictions pre-Dobbs were 
associated with an estimated 2% to 12% increase in 
maternal mortality

u Abortion restrictions are also associated with increased 
negative birth outcomes including:

u low birth weight

u preterm birth

u infant mortality

Sources: Vilda et al, Am J Public Health, 2021; Jarlenski et al, Obstet Gynecol, 2017; Hutcheon et al. Obstet Gynecol,
2015 ; Stevenson, Demography, 2021; Redd et al, BMC Health Serv Res, 2021

Abortion Bans Negatively Impact Miscarriage 
Management

u Case study from Texas After passage of SB8 
and SB4

u Patients presenting < 22 weeks with 
emergent issues (preterm labor, premature 
rupture of membranes, etc.)

u After passage of bills these patients were 
often unable to receive medical standard 
of care and had to have expectant 
management (wait and see) until there was 
an immediate threat to maternal life

u Resulting in much higher rates of serious 
morbidities 

Source: Nambiar. Am J Obstet Gynecol, 2022
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Under new ban 
the vast 
majority of
abortions in 
Georgia would 
NOT meet 
eligibility 
requirements 
under new law 

Projected Impact of Georgia’s 6-week Abortion Ban

Source: *Publication by Redd et al. forthcoming

u Estimates indicate that the ban will 
have inequitable effects and that it will 
be worst for people seeking abortion 
who are:
u Black people 
u Young people (<20) 
u People of lower socioeconomic 

status 

Projected Maternal Mortality Increase from 
Georgia’s Abortion Ban

• 19-35% increase in maternal deaths annually from HB481

• 33-53% increase in maternal deaths among Black pregnant

• 8% increase in maternal deaths among White pregnant people

Source: Publication by Mosley et al. forthcoming
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Evidence-informed Policy Opportunities 
for Supporting GA Families

Expanding 
Medicaid

Parental 
Leave 

Policies

Increased 
TANF 

Benefits

Subsidized 
Public 

Childcare

GA’s ABORTION BAN NECESSITATES HARM REDUCTION MEASURES TO SUPPORT 
PEOPLE NOW FACING UNWANTED PREGNANCY, BIRTH, & PARENTING 

Questions or comments? Contact us!

Dr. Elizabeth A. Mosley
Rollins School of Public Health

Emory University

Center for Reproductive Health 
Research in the Southeast (RISE)

(e) eamosle@emory.edu

@eliz_mosley
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